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Captain William B. Sheveland commanded the Service Battery of 434th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, 7th Armored Division, in World War II. An auction lot of his belongings was sold on ebay on March 17, 2011. The items in this lot were:

· Correspondence Book

· Booklet “From the Beaches to the Baltic”

· Booklet: “America’s Army and its part in the Great War”

· Photograph of mortar shell

· Small circular tin of “Map Pins 1943”

This document is an introduction to the scans of the first four of these items, all of which are contained in the 7th Armored Division Document Repository image files of the 434th Armored Field Artillery Battalion.

Correspondence Book

This is a War Department book (W.D., A. G. O. Form No. 8 December 1, 1925) for addresses and notes. It is 8.5” x 3.75”. It contained 26 pages, one labeled for each letter of the alphabet, followed by 120 numbered blank pages. All of the alphabetical pages were scanned, even if they contained no writing. Only those note pages that contained writing were scanned. Thus the PDF file of the scans has 40 pages, with one page for the front and one for the back covers and 38 for interior double-pages.
· Inside the front cover, he wrote his personal chronology in World War II and indicated that he used the book from 1941 to 1946.
· The address pages include many other officers and enlisted men of the Battalion, as well as others.
· Following the alphabetical pages are many additional names and addresses, apparently for those he met in 1941 and 1942. There is also a list of 1943 officers, to which he added notation of those who had died as of 1990. There are also two pages for 1942-1944 Christmas card addresses (apparently those that he received). Page 13 has three possible job references after Army service. There is also a small carte de visite (without photo) of Jean Harmel of Val des Bois in Warmerville Marne (France).

· Pages 17-119 are blank.

· Page 120 contains instructions for doing a numerical trick.

· Inside the back cover is a more detailed personal chronology. There is also a transcription of the 7AD monument dedicated at Fort Benning, Georgia on March 21, 1980. And there are the names of people who he used as code names in his letters home, so that he could tell the family which part of the world he was in without the censors or anyone else knowing it.

“From the Beaches to the Baltic”

This booklet was printed by 7th Armored Division very soon after VE-Day. It is a history of the Division’s combat. William Sheveland has highlighted some names and places and clarified a few dates. But he has not made any significant notes that I found during a quick scan of the pages.

“America’s Army and its part in the Great War”

Inside the front cover is this inscription: “This is a history of World War I – 1914-1918. Earl Sheveland Bill Sheveland’s father received the booklet in 1920.”
This must have been a particularly poignant book for Bill Sheveland, since in World War II it was the 7th Armored Division that liberated so many of the areas where U. S. troops had fought in the World War I battles given special attention in the book: Chateau-Thierry and the Argonne Forest. 

Photograph of mortar shell

I am not certain, but I think the photograph is of an unexploded 81mm mortar shell, which was considered a heavy mortar shell in World War II.
